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MERIS MORRISON

‘One Hundred Years of Giving’

In 1887, Brattleboro was a flouri-
shing town of railroads, logging,
manufacturing, printing and the
Estey Organ Co. .

It was also the cultural center for
the Windham County region. The
Brattleboro Reformer newspaper
had been established in 1884. Presi-
dent Grover Cleveland dedicated the
Statue of Liberty in October of 1886,
the base of which was designed by
Brattleboro born Richard Morris
Hunt, “the Vanderbilt architect” of
Newport's ‘Breakers’ and brother to
painter, William Morris Hunt.

It was in that time and setting —
Jan. 25, 1887, to be exact — that the
director of the Boston Public Li-
brary, Mellen Chamberlain, came to
speak to the townspeople on the
opening of their new library. This
event was to become a focal point in
the intellectual and cultural life of
the town.

Brattleboro was becoming a
gathering point of men and women
of intellectual aspirations and of

reer.
Chamberlain, former principal of
Brattleboro High School, expounded

hotel in 1871-72, at a cost of $150,000,
Brooks turned his interest to provid-
ing a library for the town. In Oc-
tober, 1885, he bought the old
Goodhue Homestead on Main Street
(now the Post Office Parking Area)
with the purpose of building the
Brattleboro Free Library.
Groundbreaking took place in that
year and the building was completed
by December 1886.

He was elected representative to
the state Legislature in the autumn
of 1886 “in recognition of his gifts to
the town,” according to historian
Mary R. Cabot in the ‘“‘Annals of
Brattleboro; 1681-1895.”

Only a month before the dedica-
tion, Brooks died suddenly from
what was described as “‘a disease of

put forth his belief in the importance
of his contribution to the town.

“A well selected library is a pow-
erful and wise educator, and should
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books, 3,500 records, and 125 mag-
azine and newspaper subscriptions.
We provide programs for all ages
through such activities as lecture-
discussion series, children’s story
hour, films and informative lectures.
We loan a variety of audio-visual
equipment including tape recorders,

type};ﬂt;rs, record players and
pro :

The children’s room provides rec-
reational and informational books
and materials for pre-school chil-
dren up through junior high. A par-
ent's shelf includes information on
how to utilize these materials with
children.

The reference collection provides
information on topics ranging from
local government to international
issues. Interlibrary loan from other
libraries allows access to a wealth of
resources. Telephone reference and
on-line data base searching are also
available through the library.

Our record and tape collection was
given a boost in 1980 when the
Chelsea House Folk Music Center
donated 500 records.

The local history and genealogy
room includes historical photo-
graphs by Porter Thayer, Benjamin
Crown, and the Brattleboro Inc.

On Sunday, April 12, at 3 p.m., we
will celebrate the spirit of George J.
Brooks with “100 Years of Giving.”
New gifts will be presented to the
library, including the Horace Mann
genealogy given by descendent,
Dorthea Stockwell; “The Vermont
Postal History” presented by the
Brattleboro Stamp Club; and a video
tape recorder presented by Vermont
Yankee.

The short, comic play “Sur-
rounded; A Tale of the Revolution™
will feature David Paul Simon por-
traying George Washington. A
reception will follow the play. These
events are planned to coincide with
National Libary Week April 5-12. All
ages are invited to this free family
celebration of ““100 years of Giving."”

Meris Morrison is the director of
Brooks Memorial Library.
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